Sermon for Easter 2: a sealed tomb and locked room		Revd Sarah
A couple of years ago, I attended a huge funeral for a much-loved and respected man. The church used every available chair and people were standing in every available space.
You’ll understand some of my shock when later that afternoon I saw John at his own wake.
You’ll also understand, I am sure, that my heart and mind scattered in many different directions. The joy of, ‘He’s alive!’ was closely followed by the realisation that the people talking to this man were behaving as if they were at a wake rather than witnesses to a resurrection. As I watched, differences in his smile and manner became apparent. It was John’s brother.
During that afternoon, one wild-eyed person after another joined our group.
‘I’ve just seen John!’		‘I know, I know, it looks a lot like him.’
Perhaps you have experienced a time of bereavement, where a familiar face or particular jacket can bring memories flooding back and trigger an outpouring of grief all over again.
Since that day, I’ve had a lot more respect for the disciples after they receive various reports of seeing Jesus.
‘I’ve just seen Jesus!’		‘I know, I know...’
We recognise this longing and loss within ourselves and in others, yet this is different: Jesus really is alive. Alleluia!
Jesus’ resurrection appearances are baffling and unclear. Mary doesn’t recognise Jesus until he calls her name. The disciples on the road to Emmaus spend hours with Jesus, only to recognise him in the breaking of bread. It is all deeply puzzling. He is able to walk into locked rooms yet can cook and eat fish. It seems that Jesus’ resurrection body remains physical and scarred, but also changed.
There are other changes too. Jesus has not returned to finish previous business. There is no continuation of his healing and teaching ministry. He has not returned to confront the ruling authorities. Instead, his focus is very specific – one person here, a group there. All the time equipping his followers for when he will return to the Father. 
As wanted men, the disciples are living in fear behind locked doors; in a kind of self-chosen tomb. Lock the doors, stay safe, keep hold of the key, roll the stone across.
Jesus walks straight into this locked room, greeting the startled disciples with the words ‘Peace be with you!’ Shalom – a sense of how things are meant to be. The stone has been rolled away, the temple curtain torn in two and a locked door forms no boundary for the risen Christ. Then he breathes on them. The theologian Anthony Towey notes that ‘the first Adam inhales and receives divine breath from God. The new Adam (Jesus) exhales – breathes out upon the disciples the new life of the Spirit…fulfilling covenant through reconciliation with God and one another’ – a theme which is expanded in the first letter of John
Of course, Thomas is not there. I wonder if the disciples say to him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ - ‘I know, I know.’ Perhaps Thomas feels left out. Why did Jesus show himself when Thomas wasn’t there? Thomas seems to hold a more scientific, evidence-based approach to life. He certainly represents some of our own doubts.
Yet when Thomas meets Jesus, his adoration is immediate: My Lord and my God!
We will spend six weeks exploring the events of Easter – longer than Lent itself. The first message of Easter is that no tomb can contain Jesus, the Messiah, the sovereign Son of God. Death cannot overcome him. He brings peace and hope and joy. Our doubt and uncertainties are challenged, yes, but also accepted. 
Jesus seeks access to our locked places – our own tombs of darkness and death; locked rooms of vulnerability, fear and doubt. Jesus, the light of the world, longs to calm our fears, to declare his peace and to breath the Holy Spirit upon us, so that we may rejoice in the good news that ‘through believing you may have life in his name’ (John 20. 31).
Alleluia! Amen.
